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 Sydenhams Builders 

Merchants are proud sponsors of the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex)

WELCOME

Welcome to the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) newsletter Issue number 127.

If you have any content for the newsletter, please contact media.wessexleague@googlemail.com.  

Congratulations go to BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES this week for reaching the last 16 of the FA Vase. Poppies won 2-1 at home to Royston Town on Saturday thanks to a Dave Ewen penalty and a goal from Hogan and despite getting a man sent off in the first half, Poppies held on for a place in the next round. The draw will be made on Monday lunchtime.

LEAGUE NEWS

CHAIRS AND SECRETARIES MEETING – SUNDAY 22ND JANUARY 2012. 
League Chairman, Bob Purkiss, used this meeting to highlight the plans from the FA to adjust the divisional structure of Step 5, reducing it from 14 leagues to 12. The Chairman highlighted the details of meetings that league officers have attended and fed this information back to the clubs.
Following this, the Chairman then discussed several league mattes, mainly, changing rooms, as mentioned in previous newsletters, along with the use of Press Passes, Ground Passes for Assessors and Clubs, along with Programmes.

The Chairman confirmed that there will be an award for the club that produces the best programme. Programmes will be collected on an unnamed Saturday afternoon and these will then be examined by officers of the League before a decision is made as to which club produces the best programme and an award will be presented to the winning club. 


The Chairman also went on to disclose that the league will continue with its Name and Shame process, as part of the Respect Campaign, but equally clubs will be praised and on this occasion, both the league Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Ian Hoare, attended VERWOOD TOWN’s 1-0 home win against WARMINSTER TOWN on Saturday 20th January 2012 and stated at how impeccably behaved both sides and officials from both sides were. The respect shown at Potterne Park on Saturday is what the league is hoping will permeate through to other clubs in the Sydenhams Football League (Wessex). 
On the Name and Shame front, last week, the Chairman named the New Milton Town Chairman for not dealing with his managers’ bad language when asked to do so by a league official. It has since come to light that the manager of Romsey Town was also reported for inappropriate behaviour in the same match, and that the reason that the chairman took no action, was because of the manner in which he said he was approached by the league official. All the League officials have been spoken to as to their responsibilities and the manner in which they approach an offending club. Respect works both ways and this will be applied. 

The league released the latest standings in the Respect Tables several weeks ago and it was confirmed that once again at the end of the season, clubs with the best disciplinary records will be rewarded with monetary awards reflecting this good discipline, only this season the TOP FOUR clubs will be presented these awards as opposed to only the top three that achieved this last season. 

It was confirmed that the League Patron, Keith Wiseman, will be attending the Dinner Dance on 11th May 2012 at the Novotel in Southampton. 
It was also confirmed that the 2012 AGM will be on a midweek evening as opposed to a Sunday morning, after the third week in June 2012. This decision was made after a ‘show of hands’ at Sunday’s meeting. 
FIXTURE POSTERS - If your club is looking for extra publicity in your local area and are interested in having Customised Fixture Posters made for your club to distribute in your local community then we can help. We can produce a poster detailing your clubs' fixtures for the forthcoming weeks, months or even until the end of the season, it is completely up to you. Simply email polly_davies@hotmail.co.uk with the fixtures that you wish to be displayed and we can do the rest for you. We can send you several options of design to choose from and these can be sent either by CD or email to your desired contact so please make the most of this fantastic opportunity and contact polly_davies@hotmail.co.uk and then posters will be sent back to you for your distribution in your local areas in a bid to boost attendances and support from your communities. Fleet Spurs and Winchester City have both already taken up this opportunity whilst Downton and Totton and Eling have also indicated their desire to take up this opportunity also. 
HAMPSHIRE SENIOR CUP - It has been confirmed that the semi-final draw for the Hampshire Senior Cup will be made on the Radio Solent Non-League show on Saturday 28th January, the show starting at 6pm. With Eastleigh and fellow Quarter Final victors Winchester City, the other two semi-finalists will be decided during next midweek when A F C Totton entertain A F C Portchester and also Havant & Waterlooville entertain Sholing. The semi-finals are scheduled to be played during week commencing 13th March.
LEAGUE CUP - The Quarter Final of the Wessex League Cup between Brockenhurst and Moneyfields, which the latter won 3-2, has been declared null and void as Moneyfields fielded an ineligible player in the previous round against Alton.

The Quarter final will now be replayed as Brockenhurst v Alton on Wednesday February 1st 2012. 

OFFICER AWAY - Mick Hunter, The Assistant Referees Secretary, will be away from January 20th to February13th inclusive and will not be contactable during that period.

Any queries regarding Match Officials in Mick's absence will be dealt with by Nick Taplin. 
USE OF THE LEAGUE TITLE - It has been brought to the attention of the league that the correct title of the League is not always being used. This is the SYDENHAMS FOOTBALL LEAGUE (WESSEX), and should be referred to as such on all occasions. Other leagues are referred to as 'Blue Square Bet South' and 'Evo-Stik Southern League' and this is no exception. The Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) is the FA registered official league title. This has been made clear in the past and it is imperative that this title is used at all times.

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP - With Downton's Wiltshire Senior Cup match against Calne Town being abandoned due to a frozen pitch, the match will now take place on Tuesday 24th January and the Newport (IOW) v Downton Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) League Cup Fixture due to take place the following evening will now be played on Wednesday February 8th 2012. 

POSTPONEMENTS

On Tuesday January 17th, STOCKBRIDGE v COWES SPORTS was postponed in Division One due to a frozen pitch. Also on Tuesday, WHITCHURCH UNITED were due to host Ludgershall in the Andover Open Cup, but that game was also postponed late on. 

CLUB NEWS

ALTON TOWN - Alton Town have been dealt a cruel blow with the revelation that in-form Sam Knight has suffered a hairline fracture in his foot. Knight had been performing well recently so the Brewers are hopeful that Sam recovers as quickly as possible.
AMESBURY TOWN - Amesbury Town FC are pleased to announce that express motor workshop are to be the main club and first team sponsor for the next three years. This will start season 2012/2013 and Chairman, Jason Cameron, would personally like to thank independent bookmakers for their sponsorship for the last 10 years. Spencer, who is vice chairman, is staying with the club and will be sponsoring the club in other ways.
ANDOVER NEW STREET – The Foxcotte Park outfit have completed the capture of Richard and Craig Eastwood. The duo were substitutes for New Streets’ 0-0 draw at home against United Services Portsmouth. 

New Street are due to play at home to Thatcham Town on Thursday 2nd February 2012 in the Basingstoke Senior Cup. This game will kick-off at Foxcotte Park at 19:30. 

BRADING TOWN - Brading Town FC have vacancies for a Club Sydenhams Wessex League Fixture Secretary and General Club Secretary for the 2012/13 Season.  Both posts are for immediate start so that training can be given.  Anyone interested should contact either Paul Morris (Chairman) on 01983 407242 or Laurie Wallis (SWL Fixture Secretary) on 01983 565078.

CHRISTCHURCH – Brighton have signed Dorchester Town striker Ben Dickenson for an undisclosed fee. Dickenson, 18, is a former Southampton trainee and has scored five goals in Blue Square Bet South this season. “If he listens to all the advice and works hard it'll be a fantastic opportunity," Dorchester boss Alan Knight told BBC Radio Solent. Seagulls boss Gus Poyet told the club website: "I am delighted Ben has chosen to join Brighton." Dickenson only signed for Dorchester Town this summer, having spent last season with Sydenhams Football League (Wessex) Premier Division, Christchurch, where he made a name for himself under the tutelage of Graham Kemp. 

CHRISTCHURCH are hosting a skittles competition next Saturday (January 28th 2012) at 7pm in a bid to boost its ‘Raise The Roof’ fund. All money raised will go towards the completion of the changing room project at Hurn Bridge. The event is open to all and entry is £10 per team, up to a maximum of six players. Entries should be confirmed via email to chairman@christchurchfc.co.uk or functions@hurnbridgesports.co.uk. 
FLEET SPURS – The Division One side has been bolstered by the signings of Adam Aimable from Whitchurch United, Mike Ford from Knaphill and Kevin Vallance from Hartley Wintney. Also joining the club is Jamie Coales and Chris Sallows who have teamed up with Andy Hunt’s side. 
GE HAMBLE – The Planemakers have launched a new website, a link is now available on the official league site and the web address for the Follands Park outfit is www.gehamblefc.co.uk. 

GE Hamble Reserves won 2-0 against Sholing Reserves on Saturday 14th January 2012 thanks to a brace from for Romsey Town player, James Thomson. Thomson’s pair booked the Planemakers’ Reserve team a place in the Southampton Senior Cup Semi-Finals. Hamble boss David Herbert said “I am absolutely delighted with the performance and the effort of my lads.”

LYMINGTON TOWN – Andy Leader has completed the signing of front man Paddy James, who has joined from fellow Premier Division side, Totton & Eling. 
NEW MILTON TOWN - New Milton Town dually-registered trio Harrison Gilkes, Ryan Case and Alex Moth all played for AFC Bournemouth's reserve side at Torquay United on Tuesday afternoon. The Cherries' reserves won 3-2 with Alex Moth (New Milton Town dual-registered striker) scoring twice and Gary Bowles (on loan at Dorchester Town) also finding the net for the visitors at Plainmoor. New Milton Manager, Glenn Burnett, hailed Alex's brace as "awesome" and "great news".
STOCKBRIDGE – Stockbridge Football Club will be holding a fund-raising quiz night at the White Hart, Stockbridge on Thursday 26th January at 7.30 pm.  Teams of no more than six, £5.00 per player, including sausage & chips supper. Ring Jill on 01264 810819 to book a place.
Former Stockbridge coach, Jason Musselwhite, is now in charge of ambitious side, Andover Lions. Lions have emerged since the collapse of Andover FC and are establishing themselves amongst the Hampshire 2004 Football League. 

TEAM SOLENT - Team Solent are delighted to secure the services of goalkeeper Tom Taylor from near neighbours Ringwood Town. Team Solent Manager Dominic Cunliffe praised his latest acquisition, "Tom is an excellent goalkeeper and comes with a vast amount of experience, which will rub-off onto our younger players. As a young, pre-dominantly student-based team it is vital that we have some senior players of this stature that can help the squad in many aspects. I also want Tom to be pushing to make the Number 1 jersey his own, and by having competition for places, help to make us a formidable squad."  

Young goalkeeper Sam Cousins (19) has left Team Solent in the opposite direction and joined Ringwood Town. Cunliffe says "this is a great opportunity for Sam to gain valuable Wessex experience and I think he will mature with it and become a better player"

TOTTON & ELING - Totton & Eling would welcome applications for the chairmanship of the Club. Please apply to Club Secretary, Michael Clarke, michael@clarke96.orangehome.co.uk or on 07825 576359.
WINCHESTER CITY – Arriving at the Denplan City Ground is Joe Maxwell, who has joined from Blue Square Bet South side, Eastleigh. Joe has been a permanent feature in the Reserve side this season, although he has appeared eleven times for the first-team in the past, scoring three goals. 

Another new face at the Denplan City Ground is returning player, Suhael Odeh. Odeh was at City not long ago but left the club to move up a level to join Fleet Town FC. Odeh’s first-team opportunities were limited so he opted to rejoin City and featured in their 3-0 away win at Newport (IOW) on Saturday. 
WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK?
TOTTON & ELING produced an impressive performance, winning 2-1 away at title challengers, BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS. Callum Oliver's goal just before the hour for the Millers was the decisive effort. Steve Marwood converted a first-half penalty to give the visitors a deserved lead after he had been fouled by Dan Metcalfe. The home side equalised not long after half-time when Kane O'Keefe levelled from close range. However, the visitors got the three points that they had worked so hard for when Oliver capitalized on some in-decisive defending from the hosts and fired home past young Oliver Bachelor in the Bemerton goal. Substitute Seb Dawes came close late on for the hosts but Totton and Eling held on.
In the Hampshire Senior Cup Quarter-Finals on Tuesday night, a Ryan Long brace wasn't enough for ROMSEY TOWN who put up a valiant effort but went down 3-2 away at Blue Square Bet South side, Eastleigh. The score was 0-0 at half-time at the Silverlake Stadium, despite Eastleigh fielding a strong side including Mitchell Nelson, Chris Flood, Mike Green, Andy Forbes, Jamie Brown, Damien Scannell, Richard Gillespie, Danny Smith, etc... However, the Spitfires took the lead just two minutes after half-time when Chris Flood opened the scoring. Ryan Long levelled proceedings with a good finish only for Eastleigh to regain the lead through former Winchester City player, Jamie Brown, on 74 minutes. At this point Eastleigh had made all three subs and Jordace Holder Spooner then got injured to leave them with ten men. Mitchell Nelson then scored following an indirect free kick to make it 3-1. Ryan Long reduced the arrears late on and even thought he'd levelled only for that goal to be ruled out for offside and that disallowed goal was followed by the final whistle, sealing Eastleigh's place in the semi-finals of the Hampshire Senior Cup.
Eastleigh are joined in the semi-finals by WINCHESTER CITY, who came from behind to win 3-1 at CHRISTCHURCH. The home side took the lead against the run of play when Sam Griffin curled his effort past Ryan Gosney in the City goal. However, it wasn't long before City were deservedly back on level terms, when Jamie White equalised following good approach play from Charlie Smeeton and Dominic Allen. The sides went in all-square at half-time but City started the second half brightly when Dominic Allen had his free kick saved. Allen then had another free kick, which this time went over the crossbar. Then Christchurch pushed to take the lead and Marc Fairbrother's delivery was inches away from being finished off by Ben Osborne, but he couldn't quite connect to the ball. Charlie Smeeton was then stretchered off the field of play and was replaced by Alex Easton. No longer after this and City completed the turnaround in route one fashion. Ryan Gosney's long clearance was taken down by Jamie White, 25 yards from goal, and he turned and volleyed past the Christchurch keeper and into the goal. No longer afterwards and it was all over when Mark Lilley's persistence paid off when slotted past Brown and into the back of the net. Jamie Brown had a free kick which struck the crossbar late on, but it didn't matter in the context of the game as City then celebrated the final whistle with a semi-final place sealed. 
ALTON TOWN were knocked out of the Aldershot Senior Cup, losing 2-1 to Ashford Town. Both sides went in level at half-time but Ashford took the lead in the second half and held on. 
In the Premier Division on Tuesday night, Danny Bowers' GE HAMBLE were unable to capitalize on Bemerton's defeat the night prior, as they lost 3-2 away to BRADING TOWN. Jamie Musselwhite and Lewis Fennemore both found the target for the Planemakers, in a performance that was described as "very poor" by Hamble boss Bowers. 
There was a local derby in Division One on Tuesday night, which saw AFC PORTCHESTER hammer neighbours, UNITED SERVICES PORTSMOUTH, 5-0 at the Wicor Recreation Ground. STOCKBRIDGE were due to entertain COWES SPORTS but the game was called off due to a frozen pitch. 
WHITCHURCH UNITED were also scheduled to be in Andover Open Cup action on Tuesday night, but their home tie against Ludgershall was called off at the last minute, again due to a frozen pitch. 
DOWNTON were 2-0 up at half-time at home to Calne Town in the Wiltshire Senior Cup Quarter-Finals. However, the cup tie was abandoned at half time due to a frozen pitch. 
ALRESFORD TOWN won 2-1 away at TADLEY CALLEVA in the North Hants Senior Cup Semi-Finals. 

BROCKENHURST and AMESBURY TOWN played an entertaining 2-2 draw at Bonnymead Park on Wednesday night in Division One. Richard Morse put the visitors ahead midway through the first half. Mark Barker doubled Brockenhurst's lead after 56 minutes only for the hosts to fight back in the last quarter of the game. Tyler Brockway reduced the arrears on 73 minutes and the scores were level on 82 minutes thanks to Nathan Jones. The hosts came close to snatching all three points in a frantic finale but Brockenhurst held on for a point.
WHAT HAPPENED ON SATURDAY?

BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES made it through to the last 16 of the FA Vase for the first time in their history after Kenny Vaughan's side beat Royston Town 2-1 at Victoria Park. James Pinder was fouled in the box and Dave Ewen opened the scoring from the penalty spot inside the opening five minutes. Not longer afterwards and it was 2-0 to the hosts when Hogan scored. Jon Blake was then sent off for Poppies not long before half-time for a second bookable offence. The visitors reduced the arrears in the second half and had opportunities to equalise but Max Frampton was in fine form in the hosts' goal to secure the hosts' place in the next round.

In the Premier Division on Saturday, WINCHESTER CITY stayed top of the pile following a 3-0 away win at NEWPORT (IOW). The hosts started brightly, but it was City who took the lead on 18 minutes when Chris Mason smashed home from just inside the box after good play from Graham Lindsey and new signing Suhael Odeh, who returns to the club from Fleet Town. The score remained 1-0 to the visitors at half-time but the lead was doubled in the second half when Danny King ventured forward and his run ended up with a shot into the goal to make it two. Prolific striker Jamie White made it 30 goals for the season and 3-0 with a goal late on to seal the points. BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS kept up the pressure on City with a 6-1 demolition of ALTON TOWN at Western Way. Jack Slade scored a hat-trick for the hosts whilst Joe Sanger, Joe Fisher and Danny Young all also found the target. Dyer got the only in response for the Brewers from the penalty spot. DOWNTON beat ROMSEY TOWN 3-1 at Wick Lane. Declan McGregor put the hosts ahead in the first half. It looked like the Robins were to hold out for a 1-0 win until Romsey levelled late in the second half. Danny Urry restored Downton's advantage and McGregor got his second of the game in stoppage time from the penalty spot. FAREHAM TOWN and HAYLING UNITED drew 1-1 in an ill-tempered affair at Cams Alders. Both sides were reduced to ten men inside the first half. Rob Tambling got the hosts' only goal, against his former side. HORNDEAN drew 1-1 at home to LAVERSTOCK & FORD with Alex Milroy scoring a penalty for the home side. Horndean hit the crossbar twice in the last minute as they pushed for a winner but the visitors held on for a point at Fiveheads Park. CHRISTCHURCH won 1-0 at home to FAWLEY AFC. The only goal of the game came late on from Dan Crutchley but the highlight of the game was the assistant refereeing display by Huw Thomas, who was at the game as an assessor, but as one of the assistant referees failed to appear, it was up to Thomas to run the line. LYMINGTON TOWN also won 1-0 at home against ALRESFORD TOWN. MONEYFIELDS emphatically won 4-0 at home against Simon Browne's HAMWORTHY UNITED side. Danny Bowers' GE HAMBLE won 4-0 away at Glenn Burnetts' NEW MILTON TOWN side. TOTTON & ELING drew 1-1 at home with BRADING TOWN. Both goals came in the first half, with Ollie Fleming scoring for the Islanders. 

Steve Taylor's COWES SPORTS drew 1-1 at home against BROCKENHURST. Ashley Booker put the Foresters ahead after only nine minutes, a lead which was held until the 64th minute when the Islanders drew level through Insley Brett. FLEET SPURS and EAST COWES VICS drew 0-0 at Kennels Lane. Elsewhere, STOCKBRIDGE won 2-1 away at HYTHE & DIBDEN in a 2.30pm kick-off at the Ewart Recreation Ground. Jack Hutchings and Dave Cotter scored for the visitors to earn them all three points. PETERSFIELD TOWN won 2-1 at home against AMESBURY TOWN. Nick Darke and Mike Newman scored for the home side. WHITCHURCH UNITED impressively won 3-0 away at PEWSEY VALE. RINGWOOD TOWN beat AFC PORTCHESTER 4-2 at the Canotec Stadium. Martin Edwards put the hosts ahead in the first half before Boam and Woods put AFC Portchester in the lead within five minutes of the restart after half-time. Tyler equalised for the hosts before Josh Brown restored Ringwood's lead and Edwards grabbed his second to seal the win. TEAM SOLENT won 5-0 away at TADLEY CALLEVA. Declan Edwards scored a hat trick within 29 minutes. Substitutes Will Tickle (79) and Mike Wheeler (89) sealed the emphatic win for the Students. VERWOOD TOWN beat WARMINSTER TOWN 1-0 at Potterne Park thanks to a solitary goal from Barnett on 18 minutes. ANDOVER NEW STREET drew 0-0 at home to US PORTSMOUTH. 

MATCH REPORTS

Bemerton Heath Harlequins 1-2 Totton & Eling (Premier Division)

By KERRY MILLER at Western Way – MONDAY 16TH JAN.
A Callum Oliver goal just before the hour gave Totton and Eling victory at Western Way on Monday night and put a dent in Bemerton's championship aspirations.
It was no more than the visitors deserved as they took the game to Ian Chalk's side from the start and led on the stroke of half-time from the penalty spot, skipper Steve Marwood converting. Both sides contributed to an entertaining first half where Totton and Eling were the hungrier for opening 20 minutes and Matt Harriman and Craig Feeney both went close either side of the half hour mark before Feeney escaped and netted only to be brought back by the offside flag. Jack Slade had a long range effort dealt with by Steve Mowthorpe but Totton and Eling were given a break when Dan Metcalfe was adjudged to have fouled Marwood who scored from the spot despite slipping over in the process. Graham Mankin succumbed to injury at the break and it took just three minutes for below strength ‘Bemmy’ to find the equaliser as a corner was not
cleared and as it bounced around the six yard area Kane O'Keefe got the last touch. However, Totton were not to be denied and just before the hour the home defence failed to deal with a bouncing ball and Oliver nipped in to bury a right foot shot past young keeper Oliver Bachelor. Substitute Seb Dawes went close twice in the same attack late on but the Southampton side held on comfortably in the end.
Tadley Calleva 1-2 Alresford Town (North Hants Senior Cup Semi-Final)

By GREG BOUGHTON at Barlows Park – TUESDAY 17TH JAN
Dean Cole's double strike - the second of which came in extra-time - edged Alresford through to the North Hants Senior Cup final after a tense match at a bitterly cold Barlows Park. Although Tadley are currently languishing in the lower reaches of the Wessex 1 table they showed passion and commitment to match their Premier Division visitors throughout the 90 minutes. It was a scrappy game, and although Alresford enjoyed plenty of possession Calleva had the sharper cutting edge and the Magpies were indebted to keeper Chris Waller for some alert saves. Alresford thought they'd won it when, on 85 minutes, Jamil Saleh's cross found Cole, who volleyed home emphatically from the six-yard line. But Tadley piled on the pressure, and Daniel Vickers nodded in the equaliser in the third minute of injury time after James Winfield had unselfishly returned a cross to the far post. Cole's second, when Saleh's shot was deflected to him in the fourth minute of extra time, probed to be the winner. Tadley piled on the pressure, and Alresford were reduced to ten men when Danny Edwards was shown a second yellow, but the visitors somehow held on to book their third appearance in the North Hants Senior Cup in three years. 
Andover New Street 0-0 United Services Portsmouth (Division One)
By MATT RICHBELL at Foxcotte Park – SATURDAY 21ST JAN

An impeccably preserved minute's silence at Foxcotte Park in memory of Jason Goddard was preceded by a cagey start to this top-half clash. Both sides traded strong challenges and fluent spells of passing without either creating an end product. On the half hour mark, the forces' side came close when they had an effort tipped over the crossbar. Not long afterwards and it was US Portsmouth who again came close when their full back fired his effort beyond the far post.  Half-time 0-0.
New Street started the second half brightly and Nic Oliver had a effort caught. The visitors were next to threaten when New Street keeper Craig Sams also made a save. On the hour New Street had an ideal opportunity to take the leader. George Dallarda was brought down, the referee signalled advantage and the ball was squared by Isaac Sedu for Danny Sullivan, but he blazed open with the goal at his mercy from only a few yards out. Five minutes later and once again it was the Dallarda and Sedu combination causing problems for the visitors with this time Sedu having an effort saved by the visiting keeper. From the resulting corner, Stuart Anderson rose above the visitors defence, but his glancing header went wide. Moments later and again New Street had an opportunity when a long ball found Dallarda one-on-one with Peter Houkes, but he cleared both the keeper and the crossbar. With 15 minutes left, George Dallarda once again retained possession and drew in the visitors' defence before squaring it for Danny Sullivan, whose effort was well saved by Houkes in the visitors' goal. Late in the game, the visitors made a foray forward and what appeared to be a cross almost looped into the goal, but it dropped just wide of the hosts' goal.
Both sides pushed for a winner late on but the defences stood strong and the game finished 0-0. THANKS TO ROBERT HAYNES FOR THE IMAGES. 
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Fleet Spurs 0-0 East Cowes Vics (Division One) – SATURDAY 21ST JAN
By JOHN PORTER at Kennels Lane

This was a frustrating game with defences on top throughout and the quality of play marred by a blustery wind.  Overall a draw was a fair result, though Spurs had the clearer chances.
The first chance of the game came from an Adam Aimable long throws which Fleet skipper Chris Musgrove headed against the inside of the post, the ball rebounding to safety.  The first half was very competitive, with each side closing the other down well and preventing and neither side having the spark to create clear-cut scoring opportunities.  
The game continued in the same vein after the break, with play becoming more ragged as the ever-increasing inevitability of a goalless outcome frustrated both sets of players.  Both sides were reduced to speculative long shots, none of which threatened the goal.  Both keepers had little to do, though Musgrove got the ball into the net but goal was chalked off as the referee awarded a foul for a push, and towards the end Spurs' skipper had a goalbound header turned smartly round the post by Jordan Brownrigg.
WHAT’S ON NEXT WEEK?

On Tuesday night, AFC PORTCHESTER travel to Evo-Stik Southern Premier League side, AFC Totton. This game is a Hampshire Senior Cup Quarter-Final tie, which the Stags’ Testwood Stadium, will be hosting. 
ALTON TOWN are in action at home against Overton United in a Basingstoke Senior Cup Quarter-Final tie at the Bass Sports Ground. 
In the Premier Division on Tuesday night, TOTTON & ELING, next door neighbours to AFC Totton, are also at home, against Graham Kemp’s CHRISTCHURCH. 
There are several games in Division One on Tuesday night, PETERSFIELD TOWN entertain STOCKBRIDGE at Love Lane whilst PEWSEY VALE are in action at home to AMESBURY TOWN. TADLEY CALLEVA entertain local rivals WHITCHURCH UNITED at Barlows Park and COWES SPORTS make the journey over to the mainland, where they are away at TEAM SOLENT. 
DOWNTON will try again at home to Calne Town on Tuesday night, in their re-scheduled Wiltshire Senior Cup Quarter Final tie. 

On Friday 27th January, AMESBURY TOWN are at home against ANDOVER NEW STREET in a Division One clash at Bonnymead Park. 

On Saturday 28th January, in the Premier Division, ALRESFORD TOWN host ROMSEY TOWN whilst BOURNEMOUTH POPPIES travel away to BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS. BLACKFIELD AND LANGLEY play at home against ALTON TOWN, whilst DOWNTON travel away to BRADING TOWN. There is a local derby on the Waterside, where FAWLEY AFC entertain TOTTON AND ELING. FAREHAM TOWN travel away to HAMWORTHY UNITED and NEWPORT (IOW) are away at Steve Poulton’s HAYLING UNITED. CHRISTCHURCH make the short trip to LYMINGTON TOWN and GE HAMBLE are away at MONEYFIELDS. NEW MILTON TOWN lock horns with HORNDEAN at Fawcetts Field and WINCHESTER CITY host LAVERSTOCK & FORD. 

In Division One on Saturday, in-form VERWOOD TOWN travel away to AFC PORTCHESTER. EAST COWES VICS entertain PETERSFIELD TOWN at Beatrice Avenue. FLEET SPURS journey away to PEWSEY VALE whilst COWES SPORTS once again visit the mainland, this time travelling to TADLEY CALLEVA. STOCKBRIDGE travel to face TEAM SOLENT at Test Park and HYTHE AND DIBDEN are away at UNITED SERVICES PORTSMOUTH. RINGWOOD TOWN travel to WARMINSTER TOWN whilst WHITCHURCH UNITED are at home to BROCKENHURST. 
NEWS FROM ELSEWHERE THIS WEEK

BASHLEY – The Foresters have captured AFC Bournemouth youngster, Alex Parsons on loan. Parsons has already had a stint at Wimborne Town earlier on this campaign and returned to the Seward Stadium to fight for a place in the starting XI. However, Parsons has found himself behind a pecking order of Wes Thomas, Michael Symes, Charlie Sheringham, Steve Fletcher and several others and so has joined Steve Riley’s Bashley side to get some valuable minutes on the pitch. 
BASINGSTOKE TOWN - Basingstoke Town Football Club's plans to move to a new purpose-built stadium west of the Hilton Hotel have been welcomed by almost two-thirds of the community who took part in the initial public consultation. So far a total of 236 residents have submitted responses to the consultation, which has given the football club an opportunity to hear the views of the local community and develop its plans for a new ground based on the results. Three exhibitions have been held over the course of the consultation period maximising the number of local residents who could meet with members of the project team to discuss in detail the plans for both the new ground and the redevelopment of the Camrose. From those who filled out a questionnaire at the exhibitions or submitted their response by post or email, 64% said that they were broadly in favour of the proposed relocation while 31% were largely opposed, with 5% saying they were undecided.
EASTLEIGH – Gary Elphick has joined the Spitfires from fellow Blue Square Bet South side, Eastbourne Borough. Elphick has previously played for Brighton & Hove Albion, Havant & Waterlooville and St. Albans City before joining Eastbourne Borough. 

Leaving Eastleigh is Ali Fuseini, who has signed for another Blue Square Bet South side, Bromley. Fuseini only made one appearance for the Spitfires having previously been at Lincoln City prior to moving to the Silverlake Stadium. Another departure is Will Sturgess, who has signed for neighbours, AFC Totton. 
WIMBORNE TOWN - Wimborne Town will play their Dorset Senior Cup semi-final tie against Hamworthy Recreation on Wednesday 29th February. The game will be staged at Hamworthy United’s County Ground and the kick-off is at 7:45pm.
Visit www.wessexleague.co.uk for News, Fixtures, Results, League Tables, Goalscorers, Attendances and much more. (Newsletter by MATT RICHBELL), please note new contact telephone: 07861 417120
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